[Disappearing borders between cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery: status quo].
Cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery are closely related so that collaboration and communication are required to offer optimal therapy for patients. During the last decades many innovations have reduced the borders between cardiology and cardiothoracic surgery. Today, cardiologists may perform coronary interventions with good results that would have previously been the domain of coronary bypass surgery. In addition new valvular interventions have been developed, such as transfemoral or transapical aortic valve implantation and endovascular mitral valve reconstruction. New developments in cardiothoracic surgery have led to less invasive procedures and many surgical procedures can now be performed with minimally invasive techniques and without a cardiopulmonary bypass. To enable optimal therapy for patients, closer collaboration between cardiologists and cardiothoracic surgeons is required setting the stage for individualized therapy in the future.